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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



8-16 



1-7 



8-16 
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1-16 
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NO 
YES 
NO 
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Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 6-293569 A (Nippon Steel Corp,)/ 21 
October 1994 

Document 1 cited in the international search report 
discloses the feature of adding aluminum tripolyphosphate 
to an unburned refractory that comprises a fire-resistant 
material, an alumina cement and, as necessary, a 
dispersant in order to set the pH level of the hydrate 
which is obtained by adding water to the refractory and 
kneading to 6 or less so as to stop the cement hydration 
reaction (hereinafter, the ^'cited invention^') , and 
discloses the feature of hardening by pouring, molding and 
thereafter heating said kneaded refractory. 



Claims 1-7 

The abovementioned kneaded hydrate corresponds to 
the "^pre-mixed material'' in the present application- A 
comparison shows that the ^'powder composition" and the 
^^pre-mixed material" that are set forth in the present 
application differ from the cited invention in that the 
invention set forth in the present application ^^hardens 
via the addition of a hydration-starting agent," whereas 
the cited invention hardens by heating. 

A further examination of the disclosures in the 
ForajPCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

description of the present application and in document 1 
shows that the aforementioned difference relates to a 
difference between hardening techniques that employ 
different characteristics, and therefore is not considered 
to constitute a difference in form whereby it is possible 
to differentiate the compositions. 

Consequently, the invention that is set forth in 
claims 1-7 is considered to lack novelty under the 
provisions of section IV- 7- 6 of the PCT International 
Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

Claims 8-16 

The feature of ^^adding a hydration-starting agent 
when laying the pre-mixed material" in the ^^laying method" 
and the ^'hydration-starting agent" in the ''^f ire-resistant 
hardened body," which are set forth in the present 
application, are not disclosed or suggested in any prior 
art document; therefore, the inventions that are set forth 
in claims 8-16 are novel and involve an inventive step. 
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